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CAMBODIA REPORT

Teaching at the Cambodia Bible Institute in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia - Fall 2011
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1:2)

I want to first thank God and everyone 
who had a part in praying, sending, 
funding, and making possible this trip 
to teach in Phnom Penh.  It was a  
great trip, and went as smoothly as it 
possibly could have.

As you know, I was invited to teach a 
semester on 1st/2nd Timothy & Titus 
for the Cambodia Bible Institute.  I had 
just over 20 students, and they did an 
outstanding job.  Since our time was 
limited, instead of  a typical two-hour 
class we had five hours of  my class per 
day (I know what you’re thinking…
those are some seriously tough young 
men and women, right?).  Yes, they 
were, and they were zealous and 
soaking it in right up to the end.

Paul to Timothy: “And the 
things which thou hast heard 

from me among many 
witnesses, the same commit 
thou to faithful men, who 

shall be able to teach others 
also.”  II Tim. 2:2, ASV

Fall, 2011

“ G o  t h e r e f o r e  a n d  m a k e  d i s c i p l e s  

o f  a l l  n a t i o n s ,  b a p t i z i n g  t h e m  i n  t h e 

n a m e  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  o f  t h e  S o n  

a n d  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  t e a c h i n g  

t h e m  t o  o b s e r v e  a l l  t h a t  I  h a v e  

c o m m a n d e d  y o u . ”  
M a t t h e w  2 8 : 1 8 - 1 9 ,  E S V

The CBI Students who took my class on 1st/2nd Timothy & Titus

Teaching at the University CofC in Phnom Penh With hosts, Rich & Ronda Dolan
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Cambodia And The Khmer People
This was my first time to travel in Southeast 
Asia, so I really had no idea what to expect.  
What I found was a country full of very 
gracious, hospital, and friendly people.  The 
Khmers have been through more than their 
share of hardships, the most well-known 
being the genocide and destruction of Pol 
Pot and his  regime (the Khmer Rouge)  in 
the 1970s.  The scars on the people, the 
land, and the culture run deep, and are still 
fresh in their minds.  However,  they have 
continued to be a very family-oriented, 
hard-working, and gracious people.  

On the Saturday following my first full week 
of teaching, I visited the Tuol Sleng 
Genocide Museum (pictured above).  It was 
a high school converted into a prison and 
torture/interrogation camp.  While it wasn’t 
the most pleasant of sites to visit,  it was very 
helpful in understanding where the people 
have been, and what they have been 
through.  I  would encourage you to take a 
look at my Tuol Sleng photo album at 
http://bit.ly/vsEV2j for more photos  and 
comments.

The Bible Institute
The school meets in a rented building that 
is  large enough to provide the students with 
dormitory housing.  They study the Bible 
and courses in ministry and Christian living 
for two years.  Rich Dolan is the dean of 
the school, and Dennis Welch is his  co-
worker who also teaches in the school.   I 
was one among quite a few brothers who 
have traveled to Phnom Penh to teach over 
the past several years.  This fills  the gap that 
has been present since one of the 
Cambodian brothers  who worked with the 
school passed away, and gives Dennis & 
Rich the ability to focus on other needs 
associated with their work at CBI (they both 
do the majority of the teaching on top of all 
their other duties).

I was impressed by their ministry, and their 
commitment to mastering the Khmer 
language, and being sensitive to, and 
working in a way that is relevant to the 
Cambodian people and culture.  They are 
doing a very good work, and it is exciting to 
think of what God has in store for these 
students, and the churches in Cambodia.

Richard Rogers, one 
of  my instructors at 

the Sunset 
International Bible 
Institute, would be 

thrilled to know that 
his book on Paul’s 

letter to the Romans 
(Paid in Full) is now in 
print in the Khmer 
language (and is the 
first and currently 

only commentary on 
Romans in the 

country).

Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum in Phnom Penh - A High School-turned-Torture Chamber/Prison under Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge Regime A Cell in the Prison

http://bit.ly/vsEV2j
http://bit.ly/vsEV2j
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Travel Notes
So, what were the trips over and back like?   45+ 
hours each way!  My route took me from Albany, 
NY to Detroit and Los Angeles, and then on to 
Guangzhou, China.  The latter was  a 15.5 hour 
flight.   I was dreading it, to be honest, but it 
actually went very well.  I visited with an English 
professor from China and then slept much of the 
flight.   It went much better than I expected.  I had 
opportunity, because of 14.5 hour layover, to 
explore Guangzhou a bit,  and enjoyed that quite 
at bit. It is a very large city with beautiful parks 
and the best subway system  I’ve yet seen.  
Coming back was also a smooth trip.

And The Food?
The food was great.  Lots of stir fry,  noodles, and 
some of the best sweet and sour pork I’ve ever 
had when we were at Siem Reap.  I did see fried 
grasshoppers, crickets, and roaches, but I  did not 
inhale.  What I was really hunting for was  the 
BBQ snake on a stick.  Unfortunately, that was to 
no avail.  

Thank You.
I could go on for pages, but I just have to thank 
you all for your support and your prayers for the 
trip.  It was a great trip, and I am humbled to 
have been able to serve and encourage the 
students at CBI.

	 	 In His Service,
	 	 James Glasscock

Rice farming in the Cambodian countryside on our way to Siem Reap. Park in Guangzhou, China

Angkor Wat - A complex of  Buddhist temples and palaces dating back to 13th/14th centuries

Fried grasshoppers, crickets, roaches and sparrows One of  the Cultural Village shows

On the last weekend of  my trip, Rich and Ronda Dolan took me 
to Siem Reap, where we visited Angkor Wat, a cultural village, 
and the church of  Christ at Siem Reap.  We also met up with 
some of  the volunteers from the B.E.S.T. Center in Phnom Penh 
who were also visiting Angkor Wat.  B.E.S.T. Center is an 
outreach ministry that teaches English skills using the Bible, and 
spreading the gospel as they do. 


